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Summary:
I want to show students that Spanish is more than just an elective they can take to be
eligible to graduate high school. This class would be geared towards a junior high student
demographic. St. Augustine once said that, “the world is a book, and those who do not travel
read only one page”. I want to instill a hunger in my students to travel and experience the world
on something deeper than a “tourist” level. One of the best ways to do that is to speak another
language. It exponentially increases the variety of people you can now communicate with, and
can help deepen your understanding of so many different things. In managing my class, I would
make positivity, clarity, and efficiency a priority. I want things to run smoothly so the students
do not have to worry about their surroundings, but focus on learning and retaining information,
and loving this amazing language and culture.

Introduction:

Figure 1. A good example of a Spanish classroom.
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I plan to organize my classroom to encourage learning and expanding horizons. I want to
put many pictures up from various Spanish speaking regions, along with objects that can
contribute to class discussions, like maps, Spanish phrases, pictures of food, etc. I would also
want to put up flags of all the Spanish speaking countries so the students can visualize just how
many places they can use this language, in addition to everywhere in the United States. I want to
keep my classroom well lit and organized, to encourage kids that this is a safe environment to be
able to be secure in and learn. I want to be crystal clear in my expectations of respect, work ethic,
and acceptance of others. I would make myself easily available to my students so they can feel
comfortable in asking questions and getting the help they need in order to get the full benefits of
this class.
Additionally, I would communicate regularly with the rest of my department so we can
coordinate and benefit from each other’s ideas and plans. I want to be committed and engaged in
the school community so I can be very familiar with the expectations I need to uphold and how
to coordinate with other teachers to try and make this workable for the students and make it
challenging and fulfilling for my students.

Figure 2. Keep calm and speak Spanish!
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Layout and Preparation of my classroom
I want to make it clear to my students that a multicultural experience will always be
happening once they are in my door. I want to encourage as much speaking in Spanish as
possible and encourage students to be daring enough to make mistakes, as that is the best way to
learn a foreign languagethrough trial and error! As for the layout of my classroom, I plan on
keeping things interesting and constantly changing the decorations and setup of the room to
inspire spontaneity and a light atmosphere conducive to learning. I plan on having several
different approaches to each of my lessons to accommodate how my class may be feeling on
some days, and also cater to the many learning styles that I fully expect to have in class.
Learning is not a “one size fits all” cookie cutter, and I do not intend to teach Spanish in that
way. So, I would be sure to have plenty of visual, auditory, and kinesthetic objects and lesson
plans to fully engage all of my students.
Encouragement in any environment is critical for learning. As Marzano states,
“Positive… cues are important at all grade levels because they powerfully reinforce the balance
of dominance and collaboration that teachers need to establish and maintain in an effectively
managed classroom (Marzano, 4142). I plan on making this a priority and that every student
feels validated and that their presence is necessary in class. If students feel like they are needed,
they will want to participate more and be more enthusiastic about learning. In doing this, I hope
to set the stage adequately for positive and healthy teacher to student relationships. I want them
to know that the main reason that I am there is to help them on their journey to be able to speak a
foreign language.
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Beginning of the year:
On the first day, I plan on handing out and going over the class syllabus and making sure
that each and every one of my students know what is expected of them. That way, if the class
was not what they were thinking it was, the students have the opportunity to still opt out of this
class in favor of another one that may fit their needs better. In doing so, I can be more sure that
the students that stay indeed want to be there and will be engaged in the learning process. My
lesson plans again, will not depend on any one learning style, but it will revolve around all sorts
of visual, auditory, and kinesthetic props and aids to help further the student’s understandings of
the task at hand. I especially like associating music with learning. Studies show that mixing
learning with music engages more of the brain and encourages retention. It can help stick a
concept or set of vocabulary in a student’s head that will not be easily shaken out. Movement
mixed with this is even better, as it also engages both hemispheres of the brain in the learning
process. A good activity example of this is learning the song “head, shoulders, knees and toes”,
pictured

Figure 3. Head shoulders knees and toes song in Spanish and English.

below.
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Rules and Procedures:
My rules and procedures are going to be minimal, yet the ones I will have will be pointed
towards the main themes in my class which are respect, work ethic, tolerance of others, and
punctuality. I do not want to give too many rules, and in giving fewer rules, this implies to
students that I trust them enough to not have to make a rule for every little thing. With this trust
comes responsibility though. I expect my students to give me the respect I give them and to
honor the fact that in the end, I will do what is best for the class and to trust me as the teacher. I
will not allow any electronic devices to be out, and will take away phones until the end of class if
I see them, and give them back after class. I would require discussion input from everyone, so I
would attach a point value to speaking up in class. Otherwise, if the kids do not talk, how are
they going to be able to progress and communicate in that language? Along with these rules, I
would require that students obtain a pass to go to their lockers or the bathroom, so the rate of
students coming and going is kept to a minimum.
Safety and Legal Requirements
Safety is obviously the top priority for teachers to have for their students. If students are
not in a safe environment, how can they be expected to learn? Safety procedures will be clearly
and obviously marked and prepared in various locations in the classroom and throughout the
school. Also something that contributes to safety is keeping a tidy and organized classroom. I
will keep all my supplies organized and also keep in mind to make sure there is a sure way to
easily get out of the door. So I would organize the desks accordingly so I can see every student’s
face, but also have a clear pathway to the door. Drills would be strictly followed in order to be
prepared.
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Student Diversity
Diversity is the epitome of what a Spanish class is. I know that I will be expected to
maintain a high standard of education and be sure to make certain milestones throughout the
year, and in two languages no less! Students are taught not only vocabulary and sentence
structure in Spanish, they are also taught history, so they can know why things are the way they
are in this day. By having various decorations about different cultural concepts and traditions, I
will be able to attend to various student’s needs learning, stylewise.

Planning and Conducting Instruction
I will make it clear that students should expect my feedback because I am the teacher and
I need to give them feedback in order for them to grow and learn from their mistakes. I want to
be constantly involved with my students and push them to be the best they can be. I want to be a
role model to them all, but also stress the importance of practicing Spanish outside of the
classroom. One cannot learn Spanish if they only expect to speak it within a classroom. I would
plan on offering extra credit to those who specifically went out in the community and used
Spanish. I would require that it be recorded, or have a person signing off that they did in fact
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speak Spanish, or have some kind of requirements like that. This way, perhaps the students will
be encouraged to go outside of the classroom and experiment with their Spanish. Making
mistakes is an integral part of learning a foreign languageone cannot learn without making
mistakes. It may lead to a couple of slightly embarrassing errors, but one will never be able to be
fluent until they learn how to speak. This cannot be done through simply studying vocabulary
and the written form of Spanish. It must be a process of trial and error and this is what I plan on
drilling into my student’s heads. This also applies to my class rule of respect. Students need to
feel comfortable enough to make mistakes or they will not learn and their peers need to listen
and be attentive and not put each other down for their mistakes. Again, the classroom
environment needs to be a safe place where students can feel safe and secure and can therefore
be more focused in learning.
Reflections:
I have always loved foreign languages and they have been a huge part of my life. My
mother is Brazilian and I lived in Brazil as a child, so I have heard a mix of Portuguese, Spanish,
and even a little bit of Italian throughout my childhood and have been raised to love the culture
and variety that the world offers. I want to share that with my students, and I want them to feel
the passion and happiness that I feel by traveling and experiencing the world on a deeper level
than just a “tourist”. Although that is still a good way of at least seeing the world, one cannot
truly experience it without taking in part of it, and making the effort to understand it. My goal is
to show students that they cannot just see the world. In order to benefit from the diversity our
world has to offer, we need to be willing to let it act upon us, and leave a lasting and
unforgettable mark on our psyche.
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